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President’s  message 

by  Wayne  Homren 


In  accordance  with  our 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  the 
time  has  come  for  an  election  of 
officers  of  our  Society.  A wealth 
of  nominations  was  received 
from  the  membership,  and  we 
have  a more-than-full  slate  of 
candidates  who  are  running  for 
office.  This  is  a sign  of  health;  in 
many  collector  societies  such  as 
ours,  it  is  a difficult  task  to  put 
together  a slate  of  willing  candi- 
dates. 

Later  in  this  issue  you  will  find 
statements  from  the  candidates 
describing  their  backgrounds, 
interest  in  numismatic  literature 
and  hopes  and  plans  for  our 
society.  All  are  candidates  wor- 
thy of  consideration  for  their 


prospective  posts. 

It  has  often  been  said  that 
"change  is  good,"  and  this 
changing  of  the  guard  is  likely  to 
be  a good  one  for  our  society. 
While  a number  of  fine,  experi- 
enced officers  are  running  in  this 
election,  many  new  faces  have 
appeared  as  well.  New  faces 
mean  new  ideas  and  energy, 
which  is  what  drives  an  organi- 
zation forward.  The  future 
depends  on  our  ability  to  contin- 
ue to  draw  new  people  into  our 
ranks.  Let's  give  all  candidates 
due  consideration  in  this  elec- 
tion. NBS  has  made  great  strides 
in  recent  years,  and  I'm  sure  the 
new  team  you  elect  will  contin- 
ue that  progress. 


Hew  members 


Roy  Baker,  Wichita,  KS 
J.  E.  Bizzell,  San  Antonio,  TX 
Bill  Bright,  Iola,  WI 
Hal  Dunn,  Elko,  NV 
Bill  Fivaz,  Dunwoody,  GA 
Avram  Freedberg,  Port  Chester, 
NY 

James  Halperin,  Dallas,  TX 


George  His,  San  Antonio,  TX 
Gene  Hynds,  Ponce  Inlet,  FL 
Thomas  Kays,  Alexandria,  VA 
James  Kendall,  Sharon,  MA 
Norman  Nopper,  Markan,  ON 
Harvey  Stack,  New  York,  NY 
James  Taylor,  Englewood,  CO 
Peter  Winn,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
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The  Homan  ^Imperial  Coinage: 
The  history  of  a Remarkable  Series 

By  Douglas  Saville 


Interest  in  coins  as  objects  of 
study,  as  opposed  to  objets  d'art, 
began  during  the  Renaissance. 
Francesco  Petrarch,  in  the  mid 
14th  century,  was  perhaps  the 
earliest  figure  to  encourage  those 
of  his  circle  to  collect  and  to 
study  them.  In  due  time  this  led 
to  the  formation  of  important 
collections  such  as  those  of  Jean, 
Due  de  Berry,  Cosimo  de  Medici, 
King  Maximilian  I and  others. 

Printing  from  moveable  type 
was  perfected  at  Mainz  in  the 
1450's  by  Johann  Gutenberg,  a 
goldsmith  by  profession,  and  lit- 
tle more  than  half  a century  later 
the  first  printed  numismatic 
book  appeared. 

Guillaume  Bude's  De  Asse  et 
Partibus  Eius  was  first  published 
in  Paris  in  1514,  and  was  regard- 
ed as  the  main  authority  on  the 
subject  for  the  remaining  years 
of  the  sixteenth  century.  By 
1550  no  less  than  sixteen  edi- 
tions of  the  work  had  appeared, 
including  the  fine  Aldine  edition 
of  1522,  from  the  press  of  Aldus 
Manutius,  whose  dolphin  and 
anchor  device  is  adapted  from 
the  reverse  of  a denarius  of  Titus 
(A.D.  79-81).  Bude  was  the  most 
influential  of  the  French  human- 
istic scholars  and  highly  regard- 
ed by  Francis  I. 


Guillaume  Rouble's  Promp- 
tuaire  des  Medailles  des  plus 
renommees  personnes  qui  out  este 
depuis  le  commencement  du 
monde,  published  in  Lyon,  1553, 
included  descriptions  and  fine 
woodcuts  of  fictional  coins  inter- 
spersed with  genuine  pieces,  the 
author  altering  legends  to  suit 
his  whim! 

Hubert  Golzius  was  a numis- 
matist from  Bruges  who  wrote 
primarily  on  Roman  numismat- 
ics. Fortuitously,  he  was  also  a 
printer  and  engraver,  and  more- 
over, a personal  friend  of  the 
master-printer  Christopher 
Plantin.  In  1645,  after  the  death 
of  both  author  and  printer,  the 
collected  works  of  Golzius  were 
published  by  the  Plantin  press, 
with  a magnificently  engraved 
frontispiece  after  Peter  Paul 
Rubens  appearing  in  volume  I. 

One  of  the  earliest  "collectors' 
handbooks"  to  have  a great 
influence  on  coin  collecting  was 
Louis  Jobert's  La  Science  des 
medailles  antiques  et  modernes. 
First  published  in  Paris  in  1693, 
it  was  to  appear  subsequently  in 
German  and  Italian.  Joseph 
Addison  produced  an  English 
edition  in  1715. 

Eckhel's  classic  work  Doctrina 
Numorum  Veterum,  published  in 


Editor's  Note:  This  article  originally  appeared  in  The  Celetor  8/8  (1994),  pp. 
34-38.  A few  minor  changes  have  been  made  to  update  some  references; 
otherwise  the  text  is  that  which  was  originally  published.  The  editor  would 
like  to  thank  both  Kerry  Wetterstrom,  editor  and  publisher  of  The  Celetor, 
and  Douglas  Saville  for  kindly  letting  us  reprint  this  work. 
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eight  volumes  in  Vienna,  1792- 
1798  (second  edition,  1828- 
1839), 1 laid  down  basic  princi- 
ples of  classification.2  Some  idea 
of  the  effect  that  EckheTs  work 
had  on  the  subject  can  be  gained 
by  Professor  Gobi's  comparison 
of  his  work  with  that  of 
Linnaeus'  contribution  to 
Botany.3 

Henri  Cohen's  major  catalogue 
in  seven  volumes,  Description 
Historique  des  Mommies  frappees 
sous  I'Empire  romain,  commune- 
ment  appeles  rnedailles  imperiales, 
was  published  in  Paris  between 
the  years  1859  and  1868. 4 A sec- 
ond edition  followed,  1880- 
1892.  In  spite  of  becoming  out- 
dated by  the  turn  of  the  century, 
most  collectors  catalogued  their 
coins  by  Cohen.  The  great  pub- 
lishing/bookselling firm  of 
Gustav  Fock  of  Leipzig  issued  a 
reprint  of  the  second  edition  as 
late  as  1930  - an  indication  that 
a substantial  demand  for  the 
work  still  existed. 

Harold  Mattingly  (1884-1964), 
the  "Dean  of  Roman  Numismat- 
ics"5 and  then  assistant  keeper 
of  coins  and  medals  at  the 
British  Museum,  approached 
Leonard  Forrer,  manager  of  the 
coin  department  at  Spink  in  the 


early  1920's,  with  the  idea  of 
publishing  a catalogue  of  Roman 
imperial  coins.  At  the  time 
Mattingly  was  hard  at  work  cata- 
loguing the  British  Museum's 
own  collection  of  imperial  coins, 
to  be  published  in  1923  as  vol- 
ume one  of  Catalogue  of  Coins  of 
the  Roman  Empire  in  the  British 
Museum  (hereafter  BMCRE). 
Mattingly's  idea  now  was  to  pub- 
lish a work  entitled  The  Roman 
Imperial  Coinage,  not  limited  to 
cataloguing  the  holdings  of  one 
collection,  but  a catalogue  of  all 
the  issues  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
A daunting  task,  which  he,  and 
Spink  thought  might  just  run  to 
three  volumes. 

Mattingly,  along  with  most 
collectors  outside  of  France,  dis- 
liked Cohen's  alphabetical 
arrangement.  Consequently  he 
proposed  a chronologically 
arranged  catalogue  of  the  coins. 
In  this  formidable  task  his  col- 
laborator was  to  be  the,  by  then 
retired,  Reverend  Edward  A. 
Sydenham.  The  work  was  in  due 
course  to  become  known  as 
'Mattingly  and  Sydenham.'  After 
the  passing  of  both  of  the  found- 
ing editors,  the  reference  evolved 
to  the  more  familiar  Roman 
Imperial  Coinage  (R1C). 


1 Joseph  Hilar  Eckhel  (1737-1798),  Director  of  the  Imperial  Coin  Cabinet, 
Vienna,  taught  Classical  Archaeology  at  the  University  of  Vienna,  often 
referred  to  as  "the  father  of  ancient  numismatics." 

2 See  E.E.  Clain-Stefanelli,  "Contributions  from  the  Museum  of  History 
and  Technology,"  in  Numismatics  - An  Ancient  Science,  A Survey  of  its  History 
(Washington,  1970).  Of  Eckhel:  "A  merciless  critical  faculty  which  weeded 
out  faulty  interpretations  and  apocryphal  data,  a brilliant  capacity  for  analy- 
sis ...  a methodical  mind  which  established  the  basic  principles  on  which  to 
build  a flawless  scientific  arrangement. 

3 R.  Gobi  Vornotiz.  Mitt.  Osterr.  Num.  Gesell  16(8)87.1970. 

4 For  an  interesting  biography  of  Cohen  see:  M.  Amandry,  Henry  Cohen 
1806-1880  ( Paris,  1980). 

5 E.E.  Clain-Stefanelli  op.  cit. 
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The  story  of  such  a tremen- 
dous undertaking  is  not  without 
interest,  and  indeed  it  is  a con- 
tinuing story  which  will  go  into 
the  21st  century,  with  revisions 
of  all  of  the  earlier  volumes. 

As  already  mentioned, 
Mattingly's  BMCRE  I had 
appeared  early  in  1923,  and  in 
September  of  that  same  year 
Spink  published  RIC  I,  which 
covered  the  same  period  from 
Augustus  to  Vitellius. 

The  interwar  years  of  the 
1920's  and  1930's  were  notable 
for  intense  activity  in  all  areas  of 
numismatics.  A number  of  deal- 
ers and  auctioneers  active  at  this 
time  are  outstanding:  Lucien 
Naville  of  Geneva  and  Lucerne, 
with  his  magnificent  catalogues 
in  the  Ars  Classica  series;  Cahn 
of  Frankfurt;  Riechmann  of 
Halle;  Santamaria  (Rome);  Ratto 
(Milan);  Helbing  (Munich); 
Schulman  (Amsterdam);  Hess 
(Lucerne);  Florange  and  Ciani  of 
Paris;  and  Sotheby's,  Glend- 
ining's and  Spink  of  London.  All 
handled  remarkable  collections 
during  this  period. 

The  outstanding  catalogues  of 
major  numismatic  libraries 
offered  for  sale  by  the  great 
bookselling  firms  of  Gustav  Fock 
and  Karl  W.  Hiersemann  of 
Leipzig  are  often  neglected; 
glancing  through  just  one  of 
these  impressive  catalogues,  and 
to  pick  just  one  example,  it  is 
interesting  to  wonder  whether 
Dr.  Emil  Bahrfeldt's  copy  of 
Haeberlin's  magnificent  work  on 
Aes  Grave  (1910)  found  a ready 
buyer  at  100  Reichmarks,  in 
1930.  Very  few  numismatic 
libraries  of  such  importance 


come  onto  the  market  today. 
Haeberlin's  own  very  extensive 
library  comprising  3,495  items 
was  offered  for  sale  at  fixed 
prices  by  Fock  in  his  catalogue 
no.  714,  issued  in  1937. 

Fock  and  Hiersemann  were 
booksellers  who  handled  many 
of  the  great  numismatic  libraries 
of  the  day.  However,  the  major 
numismatic  firms  of  Europe  also 
dealt  in  new  and  second-hand 
books.  Together  with  the  coin 
collections  they  purchased  often 
came  libraries  of  books,  and  a 
ready  market  had  always  existed 
for  good  standard  works  of  refer- 
ence. Inevitably,  stock  of  such 
material  would  from  time  to 
time  build  up,  and  momentarily 
supply  might  just  outstrip 
demand.  The  best  way  to  dispose 
of  such  books  was  to  issue  lists  of 
books  at  fixed  prices. 

Since  December  1892  (Why 
December?  Nobody  appears  to 
know.)  Spink  had  issued  their 
Numismatic  Circular , and  from 
the  earliest  issues  this  has  offered 
for  sale  lists  of  books  as  well  as 
coins  and  medals  for  sale. 

One  of  Spink's  first  catalogues 
of  Books  on  Numismatics,  New 
and  Secondhand,  was  issued  in 
1922.  Roman  Imperial  Coinage 
Vol.  I is  listed  as  item  5811,  is 
announced  as  "In  the  Press,"  and 
priced  at  15  shillings  (75  pence, 
or  a little  over  a dollar).  A full 
description  of  the  contents  of 
the  volume  appeared  in  the 
September-October  1923  issue  of 
the  Numismatic  Circular: 

The  need  for  a scientific  treat- 
ment of  Roman  Imperial  coins  had 
long  been  felt.  Eckhel's  great  work 
is  over  a century  old,  and  Cohen's 
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immense  and  valuable  Corpus  is 
too  large  and  expensive  for  most 
readers,  and  makes  little  attempt  to 
do  more  than  enumerate  varient- 
ies.  The  present  work  is  intended  to 
meet  this  need.  The  material 
known  to  Cohen  - with  addition 
and  corrections  - is  presented 
under  dates  and  mints.  Descrip- 
tions have  been  made  as  short  as 
seems  compatible  with  clearness. 
The  principles  of  classification 
remain  the  same  throughout,  but 
are  applied  with  some  freedom  to 
suit.  . .varying  requirements.  The 
main  features  of  the  coinage  of 
each  reign  and  the  general  mean- 
ing of  the  types  are  discussed  in 
special  introductory  sections  ...  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  insist  on  the 
importance  of  roman  coins  as  aids 
to  History.  Many  of  the  more  obvi- 
ous references  are  already  familiar; 
many  less  obvious  points  easily 
escape  notice,  and  the  authors  trust 
their  work  will  direct  attention  to 
some  of  them  and  perhaps  lead  stu- 
dents to  further  study. 

The  book  and  publishing 
department  at  Spink  evolved 
gradually  from  two  separate 
sources.  Firstly,  ever  since  the 
coin  department  bad  been  in 
existence,  that  department  had 
always  offered  secondhand 
books  for  sale.  And,  by  the  turn 
of  the  century,  the  Circular  was 
publishing  articles  of  serious 
numismatic  importance,  often  in 
serial  form.  It  was  becoming 
obvious  that  it  would  be  worth- 
while to  publish  in  book  form. 
Leonard  Forrer's  own  monumen- 
tal work  Biographical  Dictionary  of 
Medallists  in  no  less  than  eight 
volumes  bad  originally  appeared 
in  the  Circular  between  the  years 
1898  and  1927(1). 

Roman  Imperial  Coinage  Vol.  1, 


1923,  was  the  first  title  pub- 
lished by  Spink  which  had  not 
first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  the 
Circular.  Howard  Linecar  had 
joined  Spink  in  1935  as  an  assis- 
tant in  the  coin  department.  It 
had  always  been  understood  that 
he  would  in  due  time  expand 
our  bookselling  and  publishing 
activities.  He  once  told  me  that 
the  title  'manager  of  the  Book 
Department'  at  Spink  evolved  by 
chance  in  the  1950's.  He  had 
been  summoned  to  the  then 
chairman's  office,  Captain 
Harold  Spink  introduced  him  to 
one  of  his  major  clients,  a 
Maharajah  from  India,  as 
'Manager  of  our  Book 
Department.'  The  title  stuck,  and 
from  that  time  we  had  a book 
department! 

Volume  II  of  RIC,  Vespasian  to 
Hadrian , appeared  in  1926. 
Mattingly's  original  idea  of  a 
three-volume  work  was  now 
being  seen  as  unrealistic,  and 
problems  started  to  occur. 

The  leading  authority  on  the 
period  from  Valerian  to 
Amandus  was  Captain  H.  Webb, 
and  his  volume  was  to  be  the 
fifth  in  the  series,  and  so  exten- 
sive was  it  that  it  was  decided  to 
divide  it  into  two  parts:  Valerian 
to  the  Interregnum  and  Prolnis  to 
Amandus.  Parts  I & II  of  Volume 
V were  published  in  1927  and 
1933  respectively.  Meanwhile 
Volume  III  had  appeared  in 
1930! 

All  the  while  RIC  was  becom- 
ing established  as  the  standard 
work  for  coins  of  the  period.  But 
if  Volume  V was  available,  why 
wasn't  Volume  IV  ? Howard 
Linecar  told  me  that  it  seemed 
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that  every  other  letter  received 
by  us  in  the  late  1930's  request- 
ed details  of  the  unpublished 
volumes  of  R1C.  These  enquires 
were  not  only  from  collectors, 
but  also  from  booksellers, 
libraries,  and  dealers. 

Volume  IV  was  to  cover  a 
lengthy  period  and  needed  to  be 
divided  into  three  manageable 
parts.  The  first,  Pertinax  to  Geta, 
appeared  in  1936,  followed  by 
part  two,  Macrinus  to  Pupiemis,  in 

1938. 

By  the  time  war  broke  out  in 

1939,  the  whole  project  had 
ground  to  a halt.  It  seems  it  took 
some  considerable  time  after  the 
war  to  encourage  the  directors  of 
the  company  to  agree  to  contin- 
ue to  fund  a publishing  program 
that  was  in  danger  of  running 
out  of  steam,  since  it  had  been 
almost  ten  years  since  the  last 
volume  had  appeared.  Printing 
costs  had  increased  substantially 
immediately  after  the  war,  and 
money  was  in  short  supply.  One 
further  problem  had  occurred, 
Sydenham,  Mattingly's  co- 
author/editor, had  died  in  1948. 

The  new  generation  was 
approached,  and  Dr.  C.H.V. 
Sutherland  was  co-opted  as  a 
new  general  editor  for  the  series. 
To  encourage  the  publishers,  and 
as  a gesture,  Mattingly  put  up 
part  of  the  money  for  volume  IV 
part  iii,  and  that  volume  subse- 
quently appeared  in  1949. 
Momentum  was  beginning  to  be 
re-established. 

Numerically  the  next  two  vol- 
umes in  the  series,  VI  & VII, 
were  not  to  be  published  for 
another  twenty  years. 

f.W.E.  Pearce,  the  leading 


authority  on  the  period  to  be 
covered  in  Volume  IX, 
Valentinian  I - Theodosius  l,  had 
been  working  on  a manuscript 
and  1951  saw  the  publication  of 
that  volume. 

By  this  time,  Robert  Carson, 
assistant  keeper  in  the 
Department  of  Coins  and  Medals 
at  the  British  Museum,  had  been 
appointed  co-editor  of  the  series, 
along  with  Mattingly  and 
Sydenham.  Volume  IX  was  to  be 
Mattingly's  final  contribution  to 
the  series,  since,  by  this  time  he 
had  retired  from  the  museum, 
and  having  spent  time  during 
his  retirement  cataloguing  the 
Roman  coins  at  the  Fitzwilliam 
Museum,  he  died  in  1964. 

'Mattingly  and  Sydenham'  was 
fast  becoming  known  as  RIC. 

No  less  than  another  fifteen 
years  were  to  pass  before  the 
next  volume  would  be  ready.  Dr. 
Patrick  Bruun  in  Helsinki  had 
been  working  on  the  period 
from  Constantine  to  Licinius, 
and  in  1966  Volume  V-ll  was 
published. 

Humphrey  Sutherland's  own 
Volume  VI,  Diocletian's  Reform 
(A.D.  294)  to  the  Death  of 
Maximinus  (A.D.  313)  followed 
within  a year.  Both  of  these  vol- 
umes were  printed  for  Spink  by 
Oxford  University  Press.  Prior  to 
that  almost  all  of  Spink's  publi- 
cations, including  all  the  RIC 
volumes,  had  been,  until  then, 
printed  in  France  by  Protat 
Freres  of  Macon.  Not  only  books, 
but,  remarkably,  the  Numismatic 
Circular  had  been  trundled  over- 
land by  train  until  the  fall  of 
France  during  the  War.  The  fact 
that  most  of  Spink's  numismatic 
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printing  had  been  done  in 
France  was  no  doubt  in  part  due 
to  Leonard  Forrer's  innumerable 
international  contacts,  particu- 
larly in  Europe,  amongst  the 
coin  collecting  fraternity.  He  was 
without  doubt  the  most  highly 
respected  dealer  of  his  time. 

The  publisher's  lot  is  not 
always  a happy  one.  No  sooner 
had  volumes  VI  and  VII 
appeared,  all  of  the  previously 
published  volumes  went  out  of 
print.  The  publication  of  these 
most  recent  volumes  had 
increased  demand  for  the  whole 
series.  At  last,  demand  had  out- 
stripped supply!  At  that  time  this 
was  an  unusual  occurrence  in 
the  specialized  publishing  indus- 
try, of  which  we  were  a part. 

Sales  had  generally  been,  if  not 
slow,  then  certainly  erratic,  to 
say  the  least.  The  very  first  vol- 
ume had,  after  all,  appeared 
some  forty  odd  years  earlier.  It 
seemed  as  if  there  was  a valid 
argument  to  reprint  the  out  of 
print  volumes,  or  so  Howard 
Linecar  believed. 

Money  was  needed  for  the 
main  dealing  activities  of  the 
firm  as  a whole.  Spink's  were, 
and  are,  major  art  dealers,  and 
the  financial  demands  made  by 
normal  day  to  day  dealing  in 
fine  art  were  always  going  to 
take  precedence  over  what  was 
seen  as  a pretty  insignificant  part 
of  one  department's  activities. 

By  the  late  1960's  interest  in 
coin  collecting  had  increased 
enormously,  and  a renewed 
demand  for  the  out  of  print  RIC 
volumes  escalated.  Methods  of 
printing  had  changed,  technolo- 
gy had  advanced,  and  it  was  now 


less  expensive  to  produce  offset- 
lithographically  printed  reprints 
of  the  out  of  print  volumes. 

In  1968  the  first  reprinted  set 
of  RIC  appeared.  To  recap,  this 
comprised  volumes:  I,  II,  III,  IV 
(parts  1,  2,  and  3),  V (parts  1 and 
2),  and  IX.  Volumes  VI  and  VII 
were  of  course  still  available 
new.  Up  to  1,000  sets  were  pro- 
duced of  each  reprint,  and  by 
the  mid  1970's  three  reprints 
had  appeared,  the  last  two 
including  volumes  VI  and  VII. 
By  the  late  1980's  three  further 
reprints  were  published.  The 
demand  continues. 

I joined  Howard  Linecar  as  his 
assistant  late  in  1969,  and  I have 
fond(?)  memories  of  being  faced 
daily  with  piles  and  piles  of 
orders  for  RIC  volumes  from 
booksellers,  dealers,  collectors, 
libraries  and  museums  from  all 
over  the  world.  I also  remember 
the  typewriter,  which  I had 
never  used  before.  'HL'  clearly 
and  precisely  explained  that  it 
was  necessary  for  'us'  to  type 
invoices  since  the  staff  of  the 
accounts  department  had  diffi- 
culty in  reading  'our'  handwrit- 
ing! 

Now,  of  course,  the  volume 
everybody  wanted  was  Volume 
VIII  to  'complete'  the  series.  It 
was  to  be  no  less  than  two  years 
in  the  press,  and  after  a multi- 
tude of  difficulties  it  finally 
appeared  in  late  1981. 

The  basic  cause  of  the  prob- 
lems lay  in  the  fact  that  we 
decided  to  use  a printer  who  was 
not  accustomed  to  setting  such 
an  extensive  and  technically 
complex  work.  The  price  was 
£95,  and,  remarkably,  more  than 
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a decade  later,  it  still  is.  It  has 
sold  particularly  well  and  contin- 
ues to  do  so.  The  production 
costs  on  that  particular  volume 
were  huge,  and  1 well  remember 
a meeting  of  the  editorial  board, 
the  printer  and  our  accountant 
at  Spink's  offices  when  it  was 
very  nearly  decided  not  to  pub- 
lish. Well,  we  did  publish,  and 
this  remarkable  series  continued. 
Our  commitment  to  R1C  was  as 
strong  as  it  had  been  in  the 
1920's. 

While  John  Kent  was  collect- 
ing material  for  VIII,  it  became 
apparent  that  a final  volume  X 
would  be  needed.  Meanwhile,  as 
• the  series  developed  it  was  recog- 
nized  that  the  earlier  volumes 
needed  revision  - some  substan- 
tially so.  Volume  I was  the  first 
to  be  tackled,  and  it  was  a great 
pleasure  for  me  to  liaise  with 
Humphrey  Sutherland  over  the 
production  of  his  revised  edi- 
tion, in  fact  completely  rewrit- 
. ten,  Volume  I,  discussing  his 
most  beautifully  produced  man- 
uscript (yes,  mostly  handwrit- 
ten), and  handing  it  over  to 
Oxford  University  Press  in  the 
Summer  of  1983.  What  confi- 
dence they  showed!  They  insist- 
ed in  going  direct  to  page  proofs, 
cutting  out  the  usual  step  of  gal- 
ley proofs.  They  estimated  a pub- 
lication date  of  six  months  after 


receipt  of  the  text.  We  took 
delivery  of  the  bound  volumes 
of  Humphrey's  second  edition  of 
Volume  1 in  January  1984,  just 
60  years  after  the  publication  of 
the  original  edition. 

Many  of  the  earlier  volumes 
are  in  the  course  of  complete 
revision.  Volume  V (part  1)  is 
being  worked  on  by  Cathy  King, 
and  the  original  Volume  V will 
be  expanded  to  three  parts  at 
least. 

Humphrey  Sutherland  wrote 
in  his  Preface  to  his  Volume  I: 
"Rearrangement  is  one  reflection 
of  progress.  There  is  still  progress 
to  be  made.  In  the  Julio- 
Claudian  series  much  is  still 
obscure  or  disputable.  Revision 
must  be  constant,  as  Mattingly 
would  certainly  have  agreed. 
What  has  now  been  done  for 
Volume  I,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be 
done  for  RIC  V.  The  study  of 
Roman  numismatics  does  not 
stand  still." 

Volume  X:  The  Divided  Empire 
and  the  Fall  of  the  Western  Parts 
395-491  was  published  in  1993. 
It  marks  the  fulfillment  of 
Mattingly  and  Sydenham's  origi- 
nal aim  as  stated  in  1923  to  pro- 
vide "...  a handbook  ...  to  pre- 
sent . . . the  coinage  of  imperial 
Rome".  Mattingly's  original  con- 
cept had  at  long  last  material- 
ized. 
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The  Printer’s  Devil 

Frederick  S.W.  Bayers’ 

The  Literature  of  American  Rumismaties: 
The  First  Such  Article  Published  in  the  ELS. 

By  Joel  J.  Orosz 


Numismatic  bibliomaniacs 
always  love  to  collect  "firsts," 
but  as  any  enthusiast  knows,  ini- 
tial efforts  rarely  provide  the  last 
word  on  any  subject.  The  earliest 
author  out  of  the  chute  tends  to 
clear  the  way  for  superior  suc- 
ceeding efforts,  whether  by  his 
or  her  own  subsequent  work,  or 
that  of  others.  Rare  indeed  is 
that  maiden  assay  that  is  excel- 
lent in  itself,  and  which  endures 
as  the  definitive  word  on  the 
subject.  Frederick  S.W.  Mayers' 
"The  Literature  of  American 
Numismatics,"  the  very  first 
such  article  published  in  the 
United  States,  is  one  example  of 
such  a superlative  beginning. 

Mayers'  article  appeared  in 
1859,  at  the  height  of  the  first 
flowering  of  the  coin  hobby  in 
the  United  States.  Individual 
numismatists  were  active  in 
Britain's  American  provinces  as 
early  as  the  1760s,  but  for 
decades  thereafter,  they 
remained  scattered.  Their  num- 
bers, however,  steadily  crept 
upward  until  the  1850s,  when 
they  suddenly  and  visibly  multi- 
plied. Many  factors  converged  to 
make  it  possible.  The  public  edu- 
cation movement,  begun  by 
Horace  Mann  in  the  mid- 1820s, 
had  created  a large  educated  seg- 
ment of  the  populace  hungry  for 
learning  and  self-improvement. 
The  last  members  of  the 


Revolutionary  War  generation 
were  dying  as  the  '50s  began, 
and  their  passing  reminded 
Americans  of  their  glorious  his- 
tory. And  perhaps  most  com- 
pelling of  all,  the  nation  was 
falling  apart  as  the  conflict  over 
slavery  led  inexorably  toward 
civil  war.  It  is  no  accident  that 
numismatics  became  almost  a 
mania  during  that  exciting  and 
troubled  decade.  It  was  highly 
educational,  captured  lessons 
from  America's  storied  past,  and, 
in  the  Washingtoniana  series, 
offered  mementos  of  a hero  who 
could  unite  hobbyists,  both 
North  and  South,  in  their  col- 
lecting pursuits. 

Even  with  all  of  these  encour- 
aging conditions,  however,  the 
speed  with  which  the  hobby 
reached  its  take-off  point  was 
breathtaking.  In  1851,  the  cabi- 
net of  the  late  Dr.  Lewis  Roper 
became  the  first  numismatic  col- 
lection to  merit  its  own  separate 
auction  catalog,  and  the  first  to 
realize  over  $1,000  at  public 
competition.  The  replacement  of 
the  Large  Cent  by  the  Flying 
Eagle  Cent  in  1856  threw  gaso- 
line on  the  fire.  In  rapid  succes- 
sion, numismatic  societies  were 
formed,  the  first  tentative  stabs 
at  reference  books  were  pub- 
lished, and  the  first  professional 
coin  dealers  opened  their  shops. 
All  God's  children  seemed  des- 
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tined,  in  the  language  of  the 
times,  to  "gun  up"  coins. 

The  legions  of  new  coin  collec- 
tors were  badly  in  need  of  refer- 
ence sources,  but  through  the 
year  1856,  there  was  really  no 
authoritative  place  to  turn.  The 
only  books  in  print  were  Jacob 
Eckfeldt's  and  William  Du  Bois' 
A Manual  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
of  All  Nations  Struck  Within  the 
Last  Century  (1842,  1849,  1851), 
and  their  subsequent  New 
Varieties  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
(1850,  1851,  1852).  Neither  pro- 
vided a comprehensive  guide- 
book for  coin  collectors.  The  sit- 
uation with  periodicals  was  even 
worse.  While  occasional  articles 
had  been  published  in  scholarly 
journals  and  the  popular  press 
(especially  big  city  newspapers), 
they  appeared  only  erratically. 
No  institution  or  publication 
was  actively  encouraging  anyone 
to  write  about  numismatic  top- 
ics. 

And  then,  quite  abruptly,  in 
1857  everything  began  to 
change.  During  that  year,  The 
Historical  Magazine  debuted, 
vowing  to  publish  anything 
related  to  the  history,  genealogy, 
and  biography  of  the  United 
States.  From  the  start,  The 
Historical  Magazine  reserved  a sig- 
nificant place  in  its  columns  for 
numismatics,  with  ace  corre- 
spondent J.C.  (Jeremiah  Colburn 
of  Boston),  penning  notes  and 
articles.  Also  in  1857,  Charles  E. 
Norton  launched  Norton's 
Literary  Letter , mainly  a vehicle 
to  sell  books,  but  which  also 
offered  much  white  space  to  be 
filled  with  coin  topics. 

In  1858,  Charles'  brother 


Frank  was  one  of  the  early  mem- 
bers of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  (ANS), 
which  had  been  formed  on 
March  8 of  that  year  by  Augustus 
B.  Sage  and  seven  other  young 
men.  And  late  in  1858,  the  first 
truly  scholarly  book  on  U.S. 
numismatics  was  published, 
John  Hickox's  An  Historical 
Account  of  American  Coinage.  So, 
by  the  beginning  of  1859,  all  of 
the  pieces  of  the  puzzle  were  in 
place:  periodicals,  societies, 
dealers,  even  the  first  mono- 
graphs. 

The  new  ANS  quickly  inaugu- 
rated a cabinet  of  coins,  a library 
dedicated  to  numismatics  and 
sought  speakers  of  quality  to 
offer  educational  programs  at 
their  regular  meetings.  One  such 
speaker  was  Frederick  S.W. 
Mayers,  who  presented  his 
paper,  "The  Literature  of 
American  Numismatics,"  at  the 
November  19,  1858  meeting. 
This  was  one  of  the  earliest 
papers  read  before  the  ANS,  and 
thanks  probably  to  Frank 
Norton,  his  brother  Charles 
made  it  the  first  to  be  published 
for  an  audience  beyond  that  of 
the  Society  itself.  It  appeared  in 
issue  No.  3 of  Norton's  Literary 
Letter , published  in  1859. 

"The  progress  of  the  numis- 
matic investigation  and  record 
in  the  United  States,"  began  the 
article,  "has  of  late  been  truly 
remarkable."  Mayers  then 
offered  a basic  introduction  to 
Massachusetts  and  Carolina 
coinage,  complete  with  wood- 
cuts  of  New  England  12  pence 
and  6 pence  and  a Carolina  ele- 
phant token.  This  does  not  make 
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Mayers'  article  the  first  illustrat- 
ed piece  published  in  a U.S.  mag- 
azine on  a numismatic  theme — 
that  honor,  as  far  as  we  know, 
goes  to  an  article  written  by 
Jeremiah  Colburn  in  the  August 
185  7 issue  of  The  Historical 
Magazine  titled  "The  First 
Coinage  of  America" — but  it 
obviously  was  the  first  article 
about  numismatic  literature  to 
be  illustrated  and  undoubtedly 
provided  many  collectors  in 
1859  with  their  first  glimpse  of 
rare  Colonials  that  they  were 
seeking  for  their  collections. 

Mayers  then  turned  to  the  his- 
tory of  numismatic  literature  in 
the  United  States.  "Fifteen  years 
ago  the  knowledge  of  American 
numismatics  was  confined  to  a 
very  few  individuals  ...  but  the 
last  decade  has  seen  a vast 
improvement  in  this  respect. 
The  number  of  American  coin- 
collectors has  received  greater 
and  greater  accessions  annually 
since  1850  ...."  To  Mayers,  the 
swelling  ranks  of  "coin-collec- 
tors" made  an  increase  in  schol- 
arship inevitable:  "The  awaken- 
ing interest  has  naturally  created 
a class  of  writers  who  especially 
devote  themselves  to  the  agree- 
able and  instructive  investiga- 
tions of  our  coins,  medals,  and 
tokens,  and  the  nucleus  of  an 
American  numismatographical 
collection  is  already  formed,  to 
which  we  have  no  doubt,  valu- 
able works  will  be  frequently 
added."  The  "numismatographi- 
cal" neologism  never  caught  on, 
which  is  perhaps  just  as  well; 
any  hobby  with  an  18-letter 
name  probably  would  attract  few 
enthusiasts! 


The  literature  of  American 
numismatics  really  began  in 
Great  Britain,  a fact  which 
Mayers  recognized  by  mention- 
ing the  early  contributions  of 
Martin  Folkes  and  the  Rev. 
Rogers  Ruding.  On  this  side  of 
the  water,  however,  "...  the  first 
actual  attempts  at  systematic 
classification  and  record  of  the 
coins  struck  in  or  for  the 
American  colonies  and  United 
States,  appear  in  the  shape  of 
papers  to  be  found  in  the  collec- 
tions of  the  State  Historical 
Societies."  Mayers  proceeded  to 
prove  that  he  was  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  literary  output 
of  America's  historical  societies, 
for  he  found  the  numismatic 
needles  in  their  periodical 
haystacks: 

At  a time  when  "coin-collectors" 
in  the  United  States  were  popularly 
considered  little  better  than  mono- 
maniacs, two  or  three  gentlemen — 
Dr.  J.B.  Felt,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  Mr.  J. 
Francis  Fisher  of  Baltimore,  and  Dr. 
Jas.  Mease,  of  Philadelphia — were 
deeply  interested  in  the  subject, 
and  communicated  the  results  of 
their  investigations  to  societies  of 
which  they  were  members,  or  pub- 
lished them  in  a separate  form.  In 
the  3d  vol  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society's  Collections  (pp. 
387-404),  will  be  found  a highly 
interesting  paper  by  Dr.  Mease,  giv- 
ing a description  of  17  medals 
struck  with  reference  to  America; 
and  this  paper  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society  republished  {Coll. 
vol.  4,  3d  series,  1834),  together 
with  additional  particulars  from 
the  same  hand  concerning  33 
medals  presented  to  the  officers  of 
the  war  of  1812-14;  and  also  four 
other  miscellaneous  American 
medals.  In  Vol.  VI.  3d  Series  of 
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Mass.  Collection,  Mr.  J.F.  Fisher 
communicates  a detailed  descrip- 
tion of  38  American  medals,  14  of 
which  bear  the  head  or  the  name 
of  Washington;  and  in  Vol.  VII. 
(1838)  of  the  same  series,  a paper 
on  Old  American  Coins  gives  some 
particulars  regarding  the  Fugio, 
New  Jersey,  and  Connecticut 
Cents,  the  Rosa  Americana  series,  & 
c.,  & c.  These  we  believe  to  be  the 
first  distinct  essays  in  American 
numismatography. 

Mayers  knew  whereof  he 
spoke.  These  were  indeed  the 
earliest  articles  on  numismatic 
subjects  published  in  the  United 
States.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Barlow 
Felt  (1789-1869)  is  remembered 
by  bibliophiles  (as  Mayers  noted 
later  in  his  article)  as  the  author 
of  An  Historical  Account  of 
Massachusetts  Currency  (1839), 
generally  credited  as  the  first 
book  published  in  the  United 
States  on  a numismatic  subject. 
Joshua  Francis  Fisher  (1808- 
1873)  was  actually  a 
Philadelphian  rather  than  a 
Baltimorian  as  Mayers  stated. 
James  Mease,  MD  (1771-1846), 
was  a Philadelphian  of  many 
achievements,  and  probably  the 
most  prominent  antiquarian  of 
his  day.  Truly,  as  Mayers  notes, 
these  men  were  the  pioneers  in 
the  creation  of  numismatic  liter- 
ature decades  before  the  coin 
boom  of  the  1850s. 

Mayers'  knowledge  wasn't  lim- 
ited to  historical  society  litera- 
ture. He  discussed,  in  quick 
order,  Joseph  B.  Felt's  An 
Historical  Account  of  the 
Massachusetts  Currency , William 
Gouge's  Paper  Money  and  Banking 
in  the  United  States  (1840),  Jacob 
Eckfeldt's  and  William  Du  Bois' 


New  Varieties  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Coins  (Mayers  missed  the  1850 
first  edition  but  mentioned  the 
1851  second  and  1852  third  edi- 
tions). Mayers  also  discussed  E.B. 
O'Callaghan's  article  on  coinage 
struck  for  New  York  state  in  Vol. 
Ill  of  the  Documentary  Histor y of 
New  York  (1850),  and  the  reprint 
of  John  Hull's  diary  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society , Vol.  3 (1857). 

Given  the  pioneering  nature  of 
Mayers'  work,  omissions  were 
bound  to  occur.  Not  surprising- 
ly, he  missed  John  Leonard 
Riddell's  A Monograph  of  the  Silver 
Dollar , Good  and  Bad  (1845),  a 
rather  obscure  work.  There  was 
also  one  gap  in  the  literature  of 
the  learned  societies;  in  the 
months  since  Mayers  had  given 
his  talk  to  the  ANS  on  November 
19,  1858,  Matthew  Stickney  had 
begun  a series  called  "Notes  on 
American  Currency"  in  the 
Historical  Collections  of  the  Essex 
Institute , Vols  1-5  (1859-60).  The 
most  obvious  lapse  was  Mayers' 
failure  to  mention  Eckfeldt's  and 
Du  Bois'  A Manual  of  Gold  and 
Silver  Coins  of  All  Nations,  Struck 
Within  the  Past  Century,  widely 
known  as  the  first  U.S. -published 
book  to  deal,  however  imperfect- 
ly, with  the  whole  spectrum  of 
world  coinage.  Mayers  did  not 
offer  specific  citations  to  the 
bulk  of  periodical  literature  then 
in  existence  relating  to  U.S. 
numismatics,  such  as  the  series 
authored  by  Augustus  B.  Sage 
(with  comments  from  Charles  I. 
Bushnell),  in  the  New  York 
Observer  in  185  7;  Jeremiah 
Colburn's  articles  and  notes  in 
the  Boston  Transcript;  Colburn 
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and  others  in  The  Historical 
Magazine  and  unsigned  pieces  in 
Norton's  Literary  Letter.  He  did, 
however,  at  least  give  a nod  to 
the  existence  of  this  fertile  field 
by  writing  "Within  the  last  few 
years,  moreover,  American 
numismatics  have  been  the  sub- 
ject of  frequent  discussions  in 
the  periodical  press." 

Mayers  then  turned  to  a con- 
sideration of  the  most  scholarly 
monographs  to  be  had  at  the 
time — Hickox's  An  Historical 
Account  of  American  Coinage , and 
Bushnell's  An  Arrangement  of 
Tradesmen's  Cards,  Political 
Tokens,  also  Election  Medals  ... — 
both  of  which  he  enthusiastical- 
ly admired.  Mayers  closed  his 
article  with  three  previews  of 
coming  attractions,  two  of 
which,  unfortunately,  never 
came  to  pass.  "We  understand 
that  a very  elaborate  and  com- 
prehensive work  on  American 
Coinage  is  to  appear  shortly  in 
Philadelphia,  and  that  Mr. 
Bushnell  has  a similar  treatise  in 
preparation  ...."  The  "elaborate 
and  comprehensive  work"  was, 
of  course,  Dr.  Montroville 
Wilson  Dickeson's  American 
Numismatical  Manual,  which  did 
indeed  appear  shortly  afterward, 
in  1859.  Bushnell's  work,  sadly, 
was  never  set  into  print,  and  no 
manuscript  of  it  is  known  to 
exist.  Another  chimera  seemed 
imminent  in  1859:  "...  Mr. 

Mickley,  of  Philadelphia,  recent- 
ly published  a list  of  American 
copper  and  silver  coins,  with 
degrees  of  rarity  attached,  which 
is  a useful  vade  mecuni  to  the 
collector.  We  understand  that  a 
more  extensive  catalog  is  in 


preparation."  Mickley's  slight 
pamphlet,  Dates  of  United  States 
Coins  and  their  Degrees  of  Rarity, 
is  well  known,  but  there  is  no 
trace  of  a more  substantial  work 
from  the  man  who  is  remem- 
bered as  the  "father  of  American 
coin  collecting."  What  a loss  to 
succeeding  generations  of 
"numismatographists"  were 
these  phantom  Bushnell  and 
Mickley  tomes! 

Such  tantalizing  glimpses  of 
"numismatic  literature  that 
never  was"  had  a counterpart  in 
Mayers'  article  itself,  for  it  was  — 
almost  — totally  forgotten. 
Norton's  Literary  Letter  went 
defunct  only  a year  after  "The 
Literature  of  American 
Numismatics"  was  published.  As 
the  decades  passed,  both  the 
periodical  and  the  article  con- 
tained within  faded  from  the 
memory  of  coin  collectors,  and 
since  Mayers'  piece  was  never 
reprinted,  it  eventually  became 
as  if  it  had  never  existed. 
Recognition  must  be  extended  to 
Howard  Adelson  for  noting  the 
fact  that  Mayers  had  delivered 
his  paper  (see  The  American 
Numismatic  Society,  1858-1958, 
p.  27),  but  Adelson  could  find  no 
record  of  its  publication.  George 
Frederick  Kolbe  was  the  first  to 
bring  to  light  issue  No.  3 of 
Norton's  Literary  Letter,  as  lot 
1136  of  his  eighth  auction  sale, 
on  December  19,  1980.  When 
Kolbe  sold  another  copy,  as  lot 
599  of  his  Numismatic  Bookseller 
(No.  42,  1995),  he  made  the  con- 
nection to  the  paper  read  before 
the  ANS  back  in  1858. 

Eric  P.  Newman  was  the  first  to 
examine  Mayers'  article  in  detail, 
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in  his  "Earliest  American 
Numismatic  Articles,"  appearing 
in  the  August  1992  issue  of  The 
Numismatist.  Newman  shone 
light,  in  particular,  on  the  early 
pieces  by  Dr.  James  Mease  and 
Joshua  Francis  Fisher,  going  so 
far  as  to  reprint  Mease's  article 
on  coins  originally  published  in 
the  Collections  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Society  (third 
series,  Vol.  VII,  1838).  And  it  was 
highly  apropos  that  he  did  so, 
for  Dr.  Mease's  articles  were  the 
first  ever  published  in  the  United 
States  on  the  subjects  of 
American  medals  (1821),  and  the 
first  ever  printed  on  the  subject 
of  U.S.  coinage  (1838).  These 
articles  are  obviously  of  great  sig- 
nificance to  numismatic  litera- 
ture collectors  (whether  they  are 
well-remembered  or  not),  and 
will  be  profiled  in  succeeding 
installments  of  this  column. 

For  now,  however,  it  is  time  to 
bring  closure  to  the  current  col- 
umn. Frederick  S.W.  Mayers 
wrote  a remarkable  first  effort: 
scholarly,  reasonably  complete, 
and  authoritative.  Perhaps  the 
best  measure  of  its  quality  was 
that,  135  years  after  it  was  writ- 
ten, it  could  still  teach  signifi- 
cant lessons  to  no  less  a student 
of  the  field  than  Eric  P. 
Newman.  In  fact,  it  remains  the 
best  single  source  in  print  on  the 


literature  of  antebellum  Amer- 
ican numismatics.  The  last  sen- 
tence of  Mayers'  article  was  at 
once  prophetic  and  obvious:  "A 
few  years  more  will  undoubtedly 
greatly  enlarge  our  list,  and  fill 
up  the  deficiencies  still  existing 
in  American  numismatography." 
Unfortunately,  no  additional  fill- 
ing up  was  to  be  done  by 
Mayers,  who  never  wrote  anoth- 
er article  about  numismatic  liter- 
ature. Although  more  from  his 
pen  would  have  been  appreciat- 
ed, bibliophiles  should  be  thank- 
ful that  Mayers  was  present  at 
the  creation  of  the  hobby,  and 
that  he  was  such  an  able  chroni- 
cler of  the  early  literature  of  this 
exciting  and  eventful  era. 

Numismatic  bibliophiles  who 
are  not  fortunate  enough  to  pos- 
sess a copy  of  the  very  rare  origi- 
nal issue  No.  3 of  Norton's 
Literary  Letter  owe  a debt  of  grati- 
tude to  Q.  David  Bowers,  who 
has  reprinted  Mayers'  contribu- 
tion in  its  entirety  on  pp.  75-78 
of  his  American  Numismatics 
Before  the  Civil  War.  It  is  highly 
appropriate  that  this  pioneering 
article  should,  for  the  first  time 
since  1859,  be  readily  available 
to  collectors,  who  can  still  bene- 
fit immensely  from  a ground- 
breaking effort  penned  more 
than  14  decades  ago,  and  for  so 
long  lost  to  our  view. 
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Hews  from  the  Het 

by  Pete  Smith 


The  E-Sylum  is  an  electronic 
newsletter  for  anyone  who  is 
interested  in  numismatic  litera- 
ture and  has  an  e-mail  address. 
To  be  included,  send  your  e-mail 
address  to  whomren®  coinli- 
brary.com. 

Death  Announcements 

Doug  Walcutt,  author  and 
authority  on  National  Bank 
Notes,  died  on  January  3,  2001, 
while  attending  the  FUN 
Convention  in  Florida.  He  was 
65  and  contributed  a long  series 
of  articles  to  The  Rag  Picker, 
journal  of  the  Paper  Money 
Collectors  of  Michigan. 

Glenn  A.  Mooney  died  March 
17,  2001,  at  age  82.  He  served  as 
voluntary  curator  of  numismat- 
ics at  Carnegie  Museum  and 
fought  efforts  at  deaccession. 

His  March  1969  article  in  The 
Numismatist  discussed  play 
money.  His  1976  monograph  on 
the  Washington  Before  Boston 
medal  described  several  strikes 
and  restrikes. 

Mooney  was  born  in  Denison, 
Texas,  and  graduated  from  Texas 
A & M.  He  served  as  a captain  in 
the  Army  Signal  Corps  during 
World  War  11.  As  a manager  of 
Western  Electric  Corporation  in 
Pittsburgh,  he  worked  with 
Admiral  Rickover  in  construc- 
tion of  the  nuclear  powered  USS 
Nautilus. 

Book  Releases 

Karl  Moulton  announced  pub- 
lication of  United  States 
Numismatic  Auction  Catalogues 


1990-2000.  Issue  price  is  $29.95 
plus  $4  for  shipping.  The  book  is 
spiral-bound  with  60  pages.  This 
reference  covers  catalogs  not  list- 
ed in  Martin  Gengerke's  last  edi- 
tion. 

Allan  Davisson  announced 
publication  of  Ancient  Greek 
Numismatics  A Guide  to  Reading 
and  Research  by  William  E. 
Daehn.  Issue  price  is  $75  in  soft 
cover  and  $125  in  hard  cover. 

David  Lange  reported  on  the 
deluxe  edition  of  The  Complete 
Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels  bound  by 
Alan  Grace. 

Charles  Opitz  published  An 
Ethnographic  Study  of  Traditional 
Money.  Issue  price  is  $80. 

Krause  Publications  is  promot- 
ing Crime  of  1873:  The  Comstock 
Connection  by  Robert  Van  Ryzin. 
It  discusses  creation  of  the 
Morgan  and  trade  dollars.  Van 
Ryzin  uncovered  previously 
unpublished  sources  including 
letters  from  Dr.  Henry  Linder- 
man  to  William  C.  Ralston, 
founder  and  president  of  the 
bank  of  California,  who  died  on 
the  day  after  the  bank  collapsed. 

Doug  Winter  announced  Gold 
Coins  of  the  Carson  City  Mint , 
1870-1893.  Cost  is  $39  for  one  of 
500  limited  edition  hardbound 
copies  and  $29  softbound. 

George  Kolbe  announced  pub- 
lication of  Andrea  Fulvio's 
lllustrum  Images  originally  pub- 
lished in  1517  with  an  English 
translation  of  an  Italian  essay  on 
the  book  published  in  1967. 
Each  of  151  copies  includes  an 
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illustrated  leaf  from  the  original 
publication. 

FUT\  Program 

An  NBS  meeting  was  held  at 
the  FUN  show  with  16  attend- 
ing. NBS  board  member  Bill 
Murray  hosted.  Tom  Sheehan 
spoke  on  stock  market  and 
exchange  numismatic  material. 
Mike  Ellis  spoke  on  "The 
Proliferation  of  Error  and  Variety 
Books  in  the  Hobby  Over  the 
Past  Ten  Years." 

Research  Queries 

If  a 100-year  anniversary  is  a 
centennial  and  a 150-year 
anniversary  is  a sesquicentenni- 
al,  what  name  would  be  used  for 
a 125-year  anniversary? 

Several  readers  came  up  with 
the  answer:  Quasquicentennial. 
Answers  came  from  Robert  Hoge, 
D.  Wayne  Johnson,  Jim  Porter 
and  Bill  Spengler. 

Later  Lawrence  Lee  of  the 
Durham  Western  Heritage 
Museum  mentioned  Tempus  in 
Nummis  published  in  1992.  The 
book  devotes  a section  to  names 
of  anniversaries. 

Ron  Guth  asked  for  leads  on 
Aaron  Feldman's  ads  with  his 
famous  slogan,  "Buy  the  Book 
Before  the  Coin."  Readers 
responded  with  dates  that  his 
ads  appeared  in  The  Numismatist. 

Quiz  Question 

Editor  of  The  Asylum,  Tom 
Fort  posed  this  question:  Who  is 
the  only  numismatic  author  ever 
to  win  the  Nobel  Prize  for  litera- 
ture? 

The  answer  Fort  expected, 
Theodor  Mommsen,  was  submit- 
ted by  Bob  Metzger.  Mommson 
won  the  award  in  1902  and 


wrote  two  monographs  on 
Roman  coinage  - Geschichte  des 
romischen  Miinzwesens  (Berlin, 
1860)  and  Histoire  de  la  mormaie 
romaine,  4 vols.  (Paris,  1865-75).. 

Peter  Gasper,  Henk  Groen- 
endijk,  Andy  Lustig,  Scott  Miller, 
Larry  Mitchell  and  Pete  Smith 
came  up  with  William  Butler 
Yeats.  He  won  the  Nobel  Prize  in 
1923  and  was  co-author  of 
Coinage  of  Saurstat  aEireann 
{Coinage  of  the  Irish  State). 

Fort  considers  Mommsen  a 
true  numismatic  researcher 
while  Yeats  was  only  involved 
with  the  Irish  committee  on 
coinage  design.  Nevertheless, 
both  answers  are  correct  and 
thus  Fort  learned  an  important 
lesson. 

Green  Remembrance 

W.D.  Perkins  asked  about  pic- 
tures of  Edward  Howland 
Robinson  Green.  Bill  Burd 
responded  that  there  is  no  photo 
of  Green  in  The  Day  They  Shook 
the  Plum  Tree  by  Arthur  H. 
Harris.  A photo  of  Green  follows 
page  166  in  The  Witch  of  Wall 
Street  by  Boyden  Sparkes  and 
Samuel  Taylor  Moore.  George  M. 
Vanca  mentioned  that  photos  of 
Green  appeared  in  various  refer- 
ences related  to  stamp  collecting. 

Eric  P.  Newman  submitted  his 
recollection  of  Green: 

"Col.  Green  was  such  an 
unusual  character  that  I have  to 
comment  that  I met  him  when  1 
was  a student  at  M.I.T.  about 
1931.  Members  of  our  class  were 
invited  to  go  down  to  his  estate 
in  Round  Hill,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  had  one  of  the  very 
few  short  wave  radio  stations. 
When  a member  of  the  Adm. 
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Richard  Byrd  Antarctic  Expedi- 
tion got  appendicitis  down  there 
and  had  to  be  operated  upon  at 
40  degrees  below  zero  our  class 
manned  Green's  radio  station  24 
hours  a day  because  the  ability 
to  reach  Antarctica  was  only 
about  20%  of  the  time  due  to 
static.  We  were  to  gather  and 
relay  information  for  the  needed 
surgery.  Ether  was  used  after 
putting  out  the  oil  fueled  fire 
used  in  their  heating  equipment. 
The  patient  recovered.  Little  did 
I know  that  about  10  years  later  I 
would  be  acquiring  much  of  his 
American  coin  and  paper  money 
collection.  1 wish  I could  thank 
him  for  helping  to  make  my  life 
so  exciting." 

Perkins  Remembrance 

George  Fuld  reported  on  his 
1958  meeting  with  descendants 
of  Jacob  Perkins.  The  family  had 
an  oval  gold  Washington  funeral 
medal  and  the  obverse  die  for 
Baker  60.  The  die  was  later 
acquired  by  Albert  Collis  who 
produced  restrikes  from  the  die. 

Tom  DeLorey  responded  that 
the  die  is  now  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  muse- 
um in  Colorado  Springs. 

Mint  Reports 

Paul  Hybert  is  attempting  to 
put  early  United  States  Mint 
Reports  on  the  internet.  The  site 
is  http://www.ece.lit.edu/~prh/ 
coins/lib/usmt/mr.html. 

Book  Preservation 

Stephen  Pradier  mentioned  a 
web  site  offering  sources  of  sup- 
plies for  book  conservation: 
http://palimpsest.stanford.edU/b 
ytopic/suppliers.  He  also  report- 
ed on  the  Library  of  Congress 


site  on  book  preservation: 
http://lcweb.loc.gov/preserve/car 
e/books.  html.  A description  of 
book  preservation  techniques 
can  be  seen  at  http://www.dart- 
mouth.edu/preserve/repair/html 
/sew.  html. 

Matthew  Young  Sale 

Eric  P.  Newman  reported  on 
sale  of  the  Matthew  Young 
library,  in  1838.  The  sale  took 
four  days  with  a 39  page  listing 
of  numismatic  references.  Young 
was  a London  coin  dealer 
around  1828. 

John  Kraljevich  provided  more 
details  on  Young  including  his 
production  of  American  Plan- 
tation token  restrikes.  He 
acquired  dies  from  John  Roettier 
and  donated  them  to  the  British 
Museum. 

Scott  Miller  mentioned  a 36 
page  book  on  Matthew  Young  and 
his  Numismatic  Correspond-ents  a 
Century  and  a Half  Ago:  With  a 
Glimpse  at  the  First  London 
Numismatic  Society. 

Dye  Detector  on  eBay 

The  E-Sylum  reported  on  a sale 
conducted  on  ebay. 

The  book  was  Dye's  Counterfeit 
Detector  and  Universal  Bank  Note 
Gazetteer.  The  item  opened  at  $9. 
Following  fifteen  bids  from 
seven  bidders,  it  closed  at 
$1,225.  The  underbidder  said  it 
was  really  worth  about  $200. 

E-Sylum  editor  Wayne  Homren 
contacted  the  seller.  He  found 
the  book  at  an  upstate  New  York 
antique  co-op.  He  expected  it  to 
sell  in  the  $50  to  $100  range. 

Q.  David  Bowers  provided  an 
extensive  chronology  of  Dye 
publications. 
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Candidate  Bios  for  the  2001  Election 
of  Officers  for  the  Rumismatic 
Bibliomania  Society 


Editor's  Note: 

Below  are  the  statements  sent 
in  by  all  those  who  wished  to 
stand  as  candidates  for  the  NBS 
Board  for  2001-2003.  Needless  to 
say  they  form  a truly  impressive 
group  and  the  voter's  choice  will 
not  always  be  an  easy  one.  I 
have  edited  these  statements  as 
little  as  possible,  since  it  is  my 
belief  that  in  something  this 
important  the  candidates  should 
be  allowed  to  speak  for  them- 
selves. 

The  offices  and  candidates  are 
as  follows: 

President  - Pete  Smith 
Vice  President  - John  W. 
Adams  and  Michael  E.  Marrotta 
Secretary/Treasurer  - David 
Sklow 

The  NBS  Board  - William 
Burd,  David  Fanning,  David  Hirt, 
Ben  Keele,  John  Kraljevich,  Bob 
Metzger,  Pete  Mosiondz  Jr.,  Joel 
J.  Orosz,  P.  Scott  Rubin  and  Tom 
Sheehan 

I have  listed  the  candidates 
alphabetically  with  the  office  for 
which  they  are  standing  follow- 
ing after  the  name.  Please 
remember  that  your  ballot  must 
be  received  by  July  10  so  do  not 
put  off  sending  it. 

John  W.  Adams: 

(Vice  President) 

The  author  of  United  States 
Numismatic  Literature , volumes  1 
and  11. 


William  A.  Burd 

(NBS  Board) 

An  avid  collector  of  numismat- 
ic literature  and  related 
ephemera.  A researcher  of  early 
U.S.  numismatics  and  personali- 
ties. Many  published  articles 
including  two  in  the 
Numismatist.  Recipient  of  sever- 
al awards  for  literature  from 
NLG.  Life  member  of  ANA  and 
ANS.  Member  of  PNG,  NBS,  NLG 
and  many  regional  and  specialty 
clubs.  Formerly  Editor  and  now 
on  Board  of  Chicago  Coin  Club. 

President  of  Chicago  Coin 
Company,  Inc.,  a full  service 
numismatic  operation.  Owner  of 
an  extensive  research  library 
consisting  of  several  thousand 
numismatic  books  and  cata- 
logues. The  library  is  made  avail- 
able for  use  by  NBS  members 
and  serious  researchers. 

David  F.  Fanning 

(NBS  Board) 

I live  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  I am  the  editor  of  a scien- 
tific journal,  Materials 
Evaluation.  1 graduated  with  an 
M.A.  in  English  from  the  Ohio 
State  University  and  am  working 
on  my  Ph.D.  dissertation. 

My  numismatic  interests  date 
from  when  I was  a child,  and  my 
interest  in  numismatic  literature 
dates  from  my  trying  to  find  a 
copy  of  Penny  Whimsy  at  a time 
when  it  was  out  of  print.  This 
led  me  to  Charlie  Davis,  from 
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whom  my  mother  bought  the 
book  for  me  when  I was  15.  I am 
currently  doing  research  work  on 
Edouard  Frossard,  the  well- 
known  (but  not  all  that  well- 
known)  nineteenth-century  coin 
dealer. 

I am  honored  to  be  asked  to 
run  for  the  Board  of  the  NBS.  It 
is  my  belief  that  we  are  the  cura- 
tors of  numismatic  history,  a job 
which  1 take  very  seriously.  We 
are  entrusted  with  the  archival 
material  of  our  hobby,  and  this 
is  a very  real  responsibility.  It  is 
not  overstating  the  fact  to  say 
that  we  are  charged  with  preserv- 
ing our  history.  We  collect  not 
just  for  ourselves,  but,  more 
importantly,  in  order  to  ensure 
that  this  material  is  available  to 
subsequent  generations. 

I am  a member  of  the  ANA  and 
ANS,  as  well  as  the  local  coin 
club  in  Columbus.  I have  pub- 
lished articles  in  The  Numismatist 
and  other  publications.  It  is  my 
goal  to  maintain  the  NBS's 
impressive  work  and  to  find  new 
ways  for  us  to  expand  as  a soci- 
ety of  scholars  and  collectors. 

David  Hirt 

(NBS  Board) 

1 have  been  a coin  collector 
since  1950,  and  have  collected 
numismatic  literature  since 
1965.  I have  been  a member  of 
NBS  since  1981.  The  past  five 
years  I have  been  NBS  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

John  Kraljevicli 

(NBS  Board) 

Thomas  Jefferson  wrote  in  his 
retirement  to  the  similarly  sta- 
tioned John  Adams  "1  cannot 


live  without  books."  It's  a plea- 
sure to  be  associated  with  an 
organization  among  whose 
membership  this  trait  is  the  uni- 
fying theme.  For  those  whose 
acquaintance  I've  not  yet  made,  I 
recently  returned  to  numismat- 
ics after  a hiatus  to  attend  the 
University  of  Virginia  where  I 
took  my  degree  in  1999.  Since 
September,  Bowers  and  Merena 
have  employed  me  as  a cata- 
loged and  it's  been  wonderful  to 
be  immersed  in  the  world  of 
coins  and  research  again.  I grew 
up  in  the  Philadelphia  area  and 
was  introduced  to  NBS  by  the 
Mensch  of  Morristown,  Charles 
Davis.  After  beginning  to  attend 
ANA  conventions  in  1989  and 
ANA  Summer  Seminars  in  1990, 
my  interest  in  early  American 
numismatics  and  its  literature 
became  ardent.  Presently,  1 enjoy 
collecting  coins  that  circulated 
in  pre-federal  and  early  federal 
America,  books  and  medals  relat- 
ing to  that  period,  and  odd- 
ments like  the  Brazilian  copper 
coinage  of  Pedro  I.  I look  for- 
ward to  being  able  to  help  NBS 
become  a more  visible  member 
of  the  numismatic  community 
through  increased  participation 
in  ANA  exhibiting  and  judging, 
meetings  at  national  and  region- 
al events,  and  greater  promulga- 
tion of  the  joys  of  collecting  and 
reading  books  about  coins. 

Beil  Keele: 

(NBS  Board) 

I am  a seventeen-year-old 
junior  at  Hastings  Senior  High 
School.  Thus  far,  I have  earned 
straight-A's  in  all  my  classes 
since  my  freshman  year.  I am 
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Secretary  of  the  debate  team, 
News  Editor  of  the  school  news- 
paper and  a member  of  the 
Chamber  Ensemble,  the  second- 
highest  choral  group.  1 serve  on 
two  committees  for  the  school 
district,  and  I have  been 
appointed  by  the  governor  to 
serve  on  an  anti-teen  smoking 
committee,  so  I am  familiar  with 
working  in  organizations. 

Also,  1 have  written  five  arti- 
cles that  have  been  published  in 
numismatic  journals,  two  of 
them  in  The  Numismatist.  I have 
attended  the  ANA  Summer 
Seminar  for  the  past  three  years. 
1 do  not  collect  numismatic  liter- 
ature as  aggressively  as  many 
members  of  the  NBS  do;  I am 
content  with  the  journals  to 
which  I subscribe  and  a few 
books.  However,  I believe  that 
literature  of  all  kinds  are  impor- 
tant and  should  be  preserved 
and  studied,  even  if  I do  not 
have  the  money  to  buy  a lot  of 
books  - yet. 

If  elected,  I would  focus  on 
efficiency  in  our  current  prac- 
tices and  finding  innovative 
ways  to  further  NBS's  mission. 

Michael  E.  Marrotta 

( Vice  president ) 

Accepting  this  nomination  is 
an  honor.  Being  vice  president 
comes  naturally  to  me.  I served 
as  second-in-command  in  sever- 
al engineering  clubs  while  in  col- 
lege. Meeting  the  needs  of  the 
NBS  will  allow  me  to  show  good 
judgement  and  maintain  a low 
profile. 

Writing  about  ancient  coins 
certainly  rewarded  my  ability  to 
navigate  bibliographies.  How- 


ever, working  for  Coin  World 
provided  my  introduction  to  the 
rich  legacy  of  numismatic  litera- 
ture. 1 acquired  my  own  copy  of 
Breen's  Encyclopedia,  joined  the 
NBS,  and  volunteered  for  every 
assignment  that  would  let  me 
boost  literature.  Whether  inves- 
tigating V-Nickels,  Martha 
Washington,  or  Battle  Scenes  on 
U.S.  Paper  Money,  I always 
emphasized  the  literature  behind 
the  collecting  of  the  object. 
Without  the  auction  catalogs, 
articles,  and  books,  the  1804 
Dollars  are  just  another  batch  of 
$90,000  novodels.  Since  leaving 
CW,  I have  posted  essays  on 
rec. collecting. coins,  often  ex- 
plaining why  literature  is  the  key 
to  numismatics. 

If  elected,  I promise  to  do  as 
little  as  possible.  I will  eschew 
innovation.  These  are  the  best 
of  times  and  I promise  to  keep  it 
that  way  by  not  rocking  the 
boat. 

Bob  Metzger 

(NBS  Board) 

I'm  honored  to  have  served  on 
the  NBS  Board  these  past  two 
years,  and  am  pleased  to  have 
been  nominated  once  again.  For 
those  of  you  who  don't  know 
me,  let  me  introduce  myself. 

I'm  a Software  Engineer  by 
trade,  with  20  years  of  experi- 
ence. My  wife, 

Chris,  a middle-school  science 
teacher,  and  I have  been  married 
for  27  years.  Our  older  son, 
Aidan,  is  a graduate  of  the 
University  of  Arizona,  and  our 
younger  son,  Ari,  is  a high 
school  sophomore.  Both  boys 
have  been  involved  in  numis- 


52  SPRING  2001  THE  ASYLUM 


matics,  and  Chris  is  very  tolerant 
of  us. 

My  interest  in  reading  began 
when  I was  a toddler,  and  my 
interest  in  numismatics  began 
when  I was  in  elementary 
school.  They  are  wonderfully 
complementary  interests.  From 
1992-1995,  I served  as  editor  of 
the  Texas  Numismatic 
Association's  TNA  News,  pub- 
lished six  times  per  year.  I have 
an  extensive  library  of  numis- 
matic books,  periodicals,  and 
auction  catalogues,  covering  a 
wide  variety  of  topics,  but  most 
heavily  concentrated  in  the  areas 
of  British  and  U.S.  tokens,  U.S. 
Colonials,  and  early  American 
copper  coins.  1 am  a member  of 
the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild, 
EAC,  ANA,  ANS,  Conder  Token 
Collectors  Club,  Colonial  Coin 
Collectors  Club,  TAMS,  and  the 
Civil  War  Token  Society. 

When  I am  not  working  or 
doing  numismatic  things,  I 
enjoy  participating  in  endurance 
running  events.  I have  run  over 
30  events  of  marathon  distance 
or  longer.  Each  such  run  requires 
a commitment  of  mind  and  of 
body,  and  depends  on  the  sup- 
port of  others.  NBS  likewise  has 
my  commitment  as  I run  for  a 
place  on  the  Board,  and  I ask  for 
your  support. 

Peter  Mosiondz,  Jr. 

(NBS  Board) 

My  fascination  with  numis- 
matic literature  began  as  a young 
boy  in  my  Philadelphia  neigh- 
borhood where  1 was  fortunate 
to  have  several  coin  collecting 
buddies. 


I discovered  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook  Magazine  in  1956  at 
Paul's  Hobby  Shop.  Fridays  were 
allowance  days  and  early  in  the 
evening  I would  walk  three 
blocks  to  Paul's  to  see  if  the  new 
issue  was  in  yet.  35  cents  would 
buy  the  latest  issue  and  provide 
many  enjoyable  evenings. 

I witnessed  the  first  issues  of 
Coin  World  and  Coins  magazine 
as  well  as  the  short-lived  publica- 
tion Numismatic  Times  and 
Trends.  The  latter  is  fondly 
remembered  because  it  con- 
tained my  very  first  coin  ads. 

Fast  forwarding  to  adulthood,  1 
married  in  1968  and  became  a 
part-time  stamp  and  coin  dealer 
that  year,  and  have  been  doing  it 
full-time  since  1980.  During  the 
past  year  I have  divested  my 
stamp  inventory  and  will  now 
devote  my  entire  business  to 
numismatics,  particularly  mail 
and  internet  auctions. 

I have  written  nearly  700  arti- 
cles for  the  philatelic  and  numis- 
matic hobbies  during  the  past  20 
years,  including  The 
Numismatist,  Coins  and 
COINage.  At  present  I am  a regu- 
lar columnist  in  Canadian  Coin 
News  where  1 do  a beginner's 
column.  In  addition  1 authored  a 
best-selling  philatelic  book  enti- 
tled Successful  Stamp  Dealing. 

I am  a life  member  of  the  ANA 
and  enjoy  memberships  in  sever- 
al numismatic  societies  includ- 
ing the  ANS,  EAC  and,  of  course, 
the  NBS. 

Joel  J.  Orosz 

(NBS  Board) 

I am  seeking  re-election  to  the 
NBS  Board  of  Trustees  because  1 
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believe  that  my  experience  can 
be  a valuable  asset  to  the  Board 
and  to  the  club  during  a time  of 
transition  in  our  leadership.  I am 
charter  member  #59  of  the  NBS, 
Life  Member  #3;  and  currently 
the  longest-serving  member  of 
the  Board,  having  served  contin- 
uously since  the  late  1980s.  If 
elected,  I will  work  to  increase 
membership  in  the  NBS,  to  seek 
a broader  base  of  authors  for  The 
Asylum,  and  to  augment  the 
already  substantial  financial 
position  of  the  club.  Finally,  I 
will  serve  as  the  "institutional 
memory"  of  the  NBS,  both  as  a 
Board  member  if  elected,  and  as 
the  club's  appointed  historian. 

P.  Scott  Rubin 

(NBS  Board) 

1 have  been  a member  of  NBS's 
board  since  the  late  1980's.  I 
served  as  President  of  the  organi- 
zation for  most  of  the  1990's.  1 
have  written  a number  of  articles 
about  Numismatic  Auction 
Catalogs  and  other  Numismatic 
trivia  for  the  Asylum.  Such  top- 
ics as  a review  of  the  best  ANA 
auctions  of  each  decade,  the 
varieties  of  Thomas  & Son's  Dr. 
Lewis  Roper  auction  catalogue, 
Shirley  Stack,  and  the  that 
Edward  Maris  was  the  first  owner 
of  the  1861  Confederate  Cents.  I 
have  had  to  deal  with  many  of 
the  difficulties  that  a club  like 
ours  goes  thorough,  I will  just 
say  growing  pains.  I would  only 
do  what  is  best  for  NBS  and  its 
members,  no  matter  how  hard 
that  is  at  times.  I think  I have 
proved  in  the  past  that  I will 
work  for  NBS  in  any  way  I can. 


In  recent  years  1 have  updated 
our  membership  lists  and  created 
mailing  labels,  until  the  last  few 
issues.  1 hope  1 have  the  support 
of  all  of  NBS  so  that  I can  con- 
tinue to  take  an  active  part  in 
the  hobby,  collecting 

numismatic  literature,  that  1 
have  been  doing  for  over  35 
years  of  the  45  years  I have  col- 
lected coins. 

Tom  Sheehan 

(NBS  Board) 

As  a candidate  for  the  Board  of 
the  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society  I have  been  asked  to  pro- 
vide some  background  informa- 
tion. 1 have  served  the  hobby  in 
several  ways.  1 have  been  an  offi- 
cer and  president  of  both  my 
local  club  as  well  as  the  regional 
club  the  Pacific  Northwest 
Numismatic  Association.  For  sev- 
eral years  I served  the  ANA  as 
both  a Regional  Coordinator  and 
a member  of  the  investment/ 
finance  committee.  1 have  orga- 
nized or  assisted  with  numismat- 
ic educational  seminars  I the 
northwest.  The  last  one  spon- 
sored by  the  ANA,  the  ANS  and 
the  University  of  Washington. 

I retired  four  years  ago  from  a 
national  stock  brokerage  firm. 
With  more  time  available  I have 
been  able  to  attend  more  of  the 
national  coin  shows  and  events 
around  the  country.  This  allows 
me  to  spread  the  word  about 
numismatic  literature  personally. 
My  main  goal  as  a board  mem- 
ber to  be  to  work  toward  having 
the  NBS  gain  non-profit  designa- 
tion with  the  IRS  as  an  educa- 
tional organization. 
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David  Sklow 

(Secretaiy/T rea  surer) 

1 am  seeking  election  to  a seat 
on  the  board  of  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  for  the 
forth-coming  term.  I feel  with 
my  background  in  numismatic 
literature,  over  the  past  twenty- 
seven  years,  I can  bring  a useful 
presents  to  the  board. 

I have  been  a numismatic  liter- 
ature dealer  off  and  on  since 
1979.  1 am  a charter  member  of 
the  society  as  well  as  a twenty- 
five  year  member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Associa- 
tion. I am  a member  of  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  I 
have  articles  published  in  The 
Asylum  and  The  Numismatist  I 
am  a past  partner  in  the  Money 
Tree  Numismatic  Literature 
Auctions,  where  I was  the  cata- 
loger  for  several  auction  sales.  I 
am  a member  of  the  Library 
Committee  of  the  ANA  and  a 
Gold  Charter  Member  of  FOLLIS. 
It  is  my  intention  to  advance  the 
goals  of  the  society  while 
expanding  the  membership  base. 
One  of  my  goals  is  to  encourage 
members  to  display  exhibits  at 
the  national  conventions.  I 
would  also  like  to  work  toward  a 
closer  relationship  with  the  ANA 
and  ANS  libraries  and  literature 
programs.  I would  also  want  to 
expand  the  advertising  base  for 
the  society's  publication,  The 
Asylum.  Thank  you  for  your  sup- 
port. 


Pete  Smith 

(President) 

I have  been  involved  with  the 
NBS  since  attending  a meeting  at 
the  1980  ANA  convention  in 
Cincinnati.  I wrote  a book  about 
numismatic  literature  and  won 
the  Howland  Wood  award  for 
my  exhibit  of  literature  at  the 
1996  ANA  convention  in 
Denver.  I served  on  the  NBS 
board  under  great  role  models, 
Michael  Sullivan  and  Wayne 
Homren. 

1 earn  a living  in  records  man- 
agement for  a large  international 
law  firm.  A current  buzzword 
(phrase)  is  knowledge  manage- 
ment. I see  that  as  one  of  the 
prime  roles  of  NBS,  to  guide  col- 
lectors to  knowledge. 

I understand  that  some  collec- 
tors are  passionate  for  fine  bind- 
ings and  pristine  condition  but 
my  interest  in  literature  is  in  its 
value  for  research.  I am  learning 
to  use  21st  century  tools  to  study 
19th  century  numismatics. 
Access  to  knowledge  may  come 
through  websites,  on-line  library 
catalogs,  a book  obtained 
through  inter-library  loan,  my 
bookshelf  or  another  researcher. 

As  president  of  NBS  I hope  to 
be  a good  manager  of  club  busi- 
ness. More  than  that,  1 hope  to 
manage  knowledge  of  our  mem- 
bers by  linking  those  who  have 
information  with  those  who  seek 
it  through  The  Asylum,  E-Sylum, 
seminars  and  meetings. 
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George  Frederick  Kolbe  is  pleased  to  announce  the  publication  of 

ILLUSTRIUM  IMAGINES 

INCORPORATING  AN  ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION  OF  NOTA 
by  ROBERTO  WEISS 


ACCOMPANIED  BY 
A LEAF  FROM  THE  FIRST 
ILLUSTRATED  NUMISMATIC  BOOK 

•>  Only  1 5 1 copies  of  the  regular  clothbound  edition — each  including  an  origi- 
nal illustrated  leaf  from  Andrea  Fulvio’s  1517  Illustrium  Imagines — have  been  is- 
sued, along  with  17  copies  featuring  two  additional  original  leaves,  handsomely 
bound  in  full  goatskin  with  matching  clamshell  case. 

•>  The  book  was  printed  by  letterpress  on  mouldmade  paper  at  the  Bird  & Bull 
Press.  In  addition  to  the  original  illustrated  leaf,  each  copy  includes  fine  reproduc- 
tions of  the  1517  title  and  both  varieties  of  the  colophon,  as  well  as  a tipped-in 
color  plate,  and  an  original  woodcut  specially  commissioned  for  this  work. 

•>  Copies  of  the  regular  edition,  limited  to  1 5 1 numbered  copies,  are  offered  for 
sale  at  $195.00  plus  $5.00  for  domestic  shipping  or  $15.00  for  overseas  airmail. 
•>  Copies  of  the  special  edition,  limited  to  17  numbered  copies,  are  offered  for 
sale  at  $495.00  plus  $10.00  for  domestic  shipping  or  $25.00  for  overseas  airmail. 

GEORGE  FREDERICK  KOLBE  • Fine  Numismatic  Books 
P.  O.  Drawer  3100  • Crestline,  CA  92325-3100 
Telephone:  (909)  338-6527  • Fax:  (909)  338-6980 

email:  NUMISLlT@COMPUSERVE.COM  • web  site:  NUMISLIT.COM 


Special  Offer! 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia 
of  Early  United  States  Cents, 
1793  - 1814 


Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt 

Presented  in  a single  volume  is  all  pertinent  information  regard- 
ing the  history  of  large  cents  and  data  about  every  variety.  This 
895-page  hardbound  illustrated  volume  provides  enlarged  photo- 
graphs, descriptions,  rarity  information,  die  state  data,  and  con- 
dition census  information  (provided  by  Del  Bland)  about  every 
die  variety  for  the  period  covered.  Included  are  new  varieties 
never  before  published  in  a book-length  study.  Historical  infor- 
mation for  each  coinage  year  is  presented,  along  with  quick 
attribution  keys  and  additional  die-linked  plates  111  the  style  of  Dr. 
William  H.  Sheldon's  earlier  reference  011  the  subject. 

Including  a survey  of  past  literature  and  a special  section  on  the 
minting  process  created  by  numismatic  scholar  Craig  Sholley,  this 
volume  describes  all  die  varieties  within  each  year,  numbering 
345  marriages,  13  additional  sub-varieties,  and  three  restrikes. 
Varieties  are  presented  in  a new  emission  sequence  and  number- 
ing order  proposed  by  the  author.  Never  before  has  this  much 
information  about  the  series  been  included  in  a single  volume. 

To  reserve  your  copy,  call  Mary  Toed  toll-free  at  1-800-222- 
5993  with  your  credit  card  number.  Or  mail,  fax,  or  e-mail  your 
order  to  Mary  at  the  address  on  next  page. 


•■■■ : 


Regular  Hardbound  edition:  $89.95 — Special  price:  $65.00 
Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BBR999 

Deluxe  Hardbound  edition:  $149.95 — Special  price:  $105.00 
Add  $5  shipping.  Stock  No.  BBR999-A 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A Collectors  Universe™  Company — NASDAQ:  CLCT 

Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894. 

To  Order  Call  1-800-222-5993,  In  NH  569-5095,  FAX  603-569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com. 
e-mail:  directsales@bowersandmerena.com 
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www.stantonbooks.com 


The  address  you  need  for 
numismatic  books , 
with  one  of  the  largest 
selection  of  titles 
available  on  the  Internet. 

Supplies  too! 


STAIXITOIM 

BOOKS  & SUPPLIES 


P.0.  Box  15477  • Savannah,  GA  31416 
912-355-1976  • 800-828-8306  • Fax:  912-355-3399 
www.stantonbooks.com 
Email:  jt@stantonbooks.com 

Internet  dealers  - contact  us 
about  our  affiliate  program! 
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IS  PLEASED  TO  ANNOUNCE 

the  publication  of 


THE  CONNECTICUT  STATE  COPPER  COINAGE, 

1785-1788 

AS  ILLUSTRATED  BY 

THE  GEORGE  C.  PERKINS,  Esqr.  COLLECTION 

Catalogued  and  Sold  at  Public  Auction  by  Stack’s 
January  12,  2000 

Comprising  the  original  auction  catalogue  descriptions 

and  illustrations 

Extracted  and  reformatted  for  this  special  edition 
With  a new  Introduction  and  as  a special  feature: 

A CONNECTICUT  CONCORDANCE  OF  THE 
1975  EAC  SALE 
1987  TAYLOR  SALE 
2000  PERKINS  SALE 

A SPECIAL  LIMITED  EDITION 

Of  only  350  hardbound  copies 

Price:  $125.00 

$3.50  shipping  to  US  addresses 

Call  now  to  reserve  your  copy  of  this  landmark  attribution  guide. 


©2001  Stack’s 

123  West  57th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10019 
Tel. 2 12-582-2580  Fax  2 12-582-1946  info@stacks.com 

All  rights  reserved 
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Complete  Your  Collection 

No  numismatic  bibliophile's  library  is  complete  without  an  extensive 
run  of  The  ffsylum.  Below  are  listed  all  of  the  back  issues  which  are 
currently  available.  Better  hurry,  some  are  in  short  supply  and  you'll 
want  to  fill  those  holes  in  your  collection  at  reasonable  prices 


Vol.  II 

Nos.  1,  2 

Vol.  XI 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  Ill 

Nos.  1,  2,  3/4 

Vol.  XII 

Nos.  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  IV 

Nos.  1,  3,  4 

Vol.  XIII 

Nos.  t,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  V 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XIV 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VI 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XV 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VII 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XVI 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  VIII 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XVII 

Nos.  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  IX 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4 

Vol.  XVIII 

Nos.  1,2,  3,  4 

Vol.  X 

No.  1 

Vol.  XIX 

No.  1 

All  issues  are  $5.00  each  (including  postage).  Photocopies  of  out  of  print 
issues  are  also  available  at  the  same  price. 

Make  all  checks  or  money  orders  payable  to 
"Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society"  and  send  to: 

David  Hirt,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 
5911  Quinn  Orchard  Road,  Frederick,  MD  21704 


Get  on  Board  with  The  E-Sylum 

the  weekly  e-mail  newsletter  of  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 

Hundreds  of  bibliophiles  around  the  U.S.  and  the 
world  subscribe  to  this  free  publication,  containing 
news  and  information  about  NBS 
and  numismatic  literature  in  general. 


To  subscribe,  write  to  Wayne  Homren  at 
whomren@coinlibrary.com 
For  more  information,  see  the  NBS  web  site  at 
http://www.coinbooks.org/ 
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A 

Ancient  Greek  Numismatics 
A Guide  to  Reading  and  Research 

A UiUww. .1..  . r , ... 


A Bibliography  of  Works  Written  in  English  with 
Summaries  of  Their  Contents. 


Well  overdue  and  cannot  be  overlooked. ..A  first  class  study  of  value  to 
numismatists...."  ltalo  Vecchi 

"There  are  no  shortcuts  to  knowledge.  But  this  book  happens  to  be  the 
next  best  thing  as  far  as  Greek  coins  are  concerned:  a shortcut  to  informa- 
tion." Basil  Deinetriadi 

"This  is  a remarkable  work. ..Focusing  solely  on  books  and  articles  written 
in  English,  it  manages  to  include  virtually  everything...."  Alan  Walker. 

•Over  four  thousand  entries,  organized  by  region 
•Full  bibliography  & summary  for  each  entry;  indexes 

•Soft  cover,  over  400  pages;  $75.  (Custom  binding  by  Campbell  Logan,  add  $50.) 


Publishers  of:  Dalton  & Hamer,  The  Provincial  Token  Coinage  of  the  18th 
Century  . 

North  American  distributors  of:  Withers,  British  Copper  Tokens,  1811-1820 


We  are  interested  in  purchasing  important  publications  dealing  with 
British  and  ancient  numismatics.  We  issue  regular  high  quality  cata- 
logs that  offer  coins  and  important  numismatic  references. 


William  E.  Daehn 


We  accept  Mastercard,  VISA,  American  Express.  Add  $5  for  shipping. 
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Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 

(Our  full  address) 

Telephone:  320-685-3835 
FAX:  320-685-8636  Email:  davcoin@aol.com 
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ALWAYS  WANTED 


SPINK 

founded  1666 


69  SOUTHAMPTON  ROW  BLOOMSBURY, 
LONDON  WC1B  4ET.  TEL:  020  7563  4000 
FAX:  020  7563  4066  http://www.spink-online.com 


NOW  AVAILABLE 


ANNOUNCING  a new  60-page  reference  of  American  numismatic 


Karl  Moulton 
PO  Box  1073 
Congress,  AZ  85332 

e-mail:  numiscats@aol.com 


Money  Tree  Press 

Myron  Xenos 
1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  Ohio  44116 

PH.  440-333-3444 
FAX  440-333-4463 
E-MAIL  xenosl@prodigy.net 


ALMOST  SOLD  OUT... 

ULTIMATE  GUIDE 
TO  BUST  HALF 
DOLLARS 

A 293  page  book  featuring  close-up  photos  of  all 
453  varieties  of  Capped  Bust  Halves,  showing 
diagnostics  of  each  variety  and  a current  price 
valuation  of  each. 


Spiral-bound  4 left  $89  each  ppd. 

Hard-bound  23  left  $99  each  ppd. 

Special  numbered  8 left  $135  each  ppd. 
edition  of  40 

(Some  quantity  discount  on  hardcover  copies  available  to 

previous  buyers) 
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